
Back on the Playground  
Tips for Parks and Schools  
Children have been waiting during the COVID‐19 pandemic to get outside and back on 
the playground. As playgrounds begin to open back up again, we have gathered these 
suggestions for professionals who manage play and recreation environments.

Make Sure Park and Play 
Equipment Is Clean

Keep the playground clean 
and follow the CDC’s 
guidelines for cleaning and 
disinfecting park and play 
equipment.

Stay Informed
Visit CDC.org and 
coronavirus.org for 
tips and up-to-date 
information.

Visit your local and 
state government 
websites regularly 
to stay informed on 
changes and updates 
in your state and local 
community and follow 
their guidelines.

Encourage parents to 
keep their children home 
if they or their child (or the 
parent) are feeling sick. This 
includes showing symptoms 
of coronavirus or the flu (or 
having been in contact with 
someone who was sick or 
showing symptoms).

Continue to guide 
parents and children to 
stay six feet away from 
others while using the 
playground.

Develop a protocol for limits on how many children should 
be playing at a time (and how many parents and caregivers 
should be supervising) based on qualitative risk assessment, 
and ensure that information is clearly communicated and 
enforced. If it gets too crowded (users exceed the maximum 
number allowed), encourage them to come back another time.

Communicate the Importance of 
Staying Healthy & Social Distancing

Develop signage and/or website and social media communications 
to help keep your community informed. This includes messaging on 
proper social distancing, including limitations on number of users, 
nose/mouth coverings, not touching your face, covering coughs and 
sneezes, and proper ways to wash hands.

Be sure to have enough 
staff on-site to manage and 
monitor the new processes 
and protocols suggested.

Ensure That Your Playground Is Safety 
Standard Compliant

For guidance, visit voiceofplay.org/playground-
safety for the top 10 playground safety questions 
everyone should ask before letting children play.

Follow your schedule for routine 
inspection, maintenance, and repair.

If you have any questions about your 
equipment refer to the manufacturer’s 
recommended guidance.

This document was developed May 12, 2020. These suggestions are provided as a helpful 
resource. For official advice, please consult and follow the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 

and your state and local government guidelines as the authorities on COVID-19.

Visit voiceofplay.org for more information.

Sources: CDC and NRPA.org
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